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HAPPENING THIS MONTH
Thursdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30

3 pm; Book study: The Gospel of Luke
Thursday, March 2; 2 pm

Dream Team meeting
March 5; 2nd Sunday in Lent

Message for Life:
Continuing the series
“Living Differently:

Six Perspectives on Lent”
Sermon 2: Practices
Holy Communion

March 12; 3rd Sunday in Lent
Message for Life:

Sermon 3: Persecution
Thursday, March 16; 2 pm

Church Council meeting in the
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome.
March 19; 4th Sunday in Lent

Message for Life:
Sermon 4: Penitence

March 26; 5th Sunday in Lent
Message for Life:

Sermon 5: UNEXPLAINABLE,
TREMENDOUS, GREAT LOVE

CONDOLENCES
We offer our sincere

sympathy to the friends and
family of  Roger Hash,  who
passed away on February 16.  He 
was the brother-in-law of Nancy
Hash, our faithful pianist.

               THANKS, BOB!
Our thanks to Bobby Davis,

who we appreciate for recently
making much-needed adjustments
the cemetery gates. Now they
swing open with ease without
dragging!

FAYE  MABE
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He will bestow on
them a crown

of beauty instead
of ashes, the oil
of joy instead of
mourning, and a
garment of praise

instead of a
spirit of despair.

Isaiah 61:3
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ASH WEDNESDAY
On February 22, eight participants

moved through six stations arranged in our
Fellowship Hall where they engaged with
various scriptures and items while involved
in meditation and actions. Near the end of
the displays, Pastor Cathy performed the
imposition of ashes. It was a moving and
thought-provoking activity that helped us
prepare our hearts for the Lenten Season
and the powerful miracle of Easter which
we will celebrate on April 9.

Thanks and appreciation to Pastor
Cathy for  creating this  unique and
memorable experience.

SUPER TURNOUT!
    We want to give a
huge THANK YOU to
our community for your
support of our food drive
for the Solid Rock Food

Closet on February 11. We are blown away
by the generosity of our community! We
collected $5,434 and 17,027 pounds of
food. So thank-you to all of our volunteers
from local churches who made this event
possible and to all of you who donated to
the cause!   ~ The Alleghany Ministerium
Note: Thanks for all the items donated
from Mt. Zion, and to Pastor Cathy and
Cindy  Atwood,  who  de l ivered  our
donations and represented our church
from 3-5 pm at the food collection site.
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FROM THE PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Cathy Davis

“Catherine Booth, a great nineteenth-century preacher and
co-founder of the Salvation Army, said, ‘Cast off all bonds of
prejudice and custom, and let the love of Christ, which is in you,
have free course to run out in all conceivable schemes and
methods of labour for the souls of men.’” 
(Claiborne, Shane; Wilson-Hartgrove, Jonathan; Okoro, Enuma.

 Common Prayer Pocket Edition (p. 173). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.)

March is Women’s History Month. It’s a time when the church
celebrates the role of women in the mission and ministry of the Christ. And
yet, for me it’s a time to reflect that women are still not welcomed into
ministry in some denominations. When I felt the call to Ordained pulpit
ministry, I ran fast and hard in the other direction. Once, I even quit
everything I was doing in church just to show God that God could do without
me. But God is relentless. 

I’m in my 23rd year of ministry and it still surprises me when people
turn women away, often because of a literal reading of 1 Timothy; a letter
written to a particular church for a particular time: 

2: 11 Let a woman learn in silence with full submission. 12 I do not
permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she is
to keep silent. 

Did they just skip all the women that Paul put in charge of starting
churches? Did they forget the first evangelist – the woman at the well, who
ran back to her town and started telling everyone about Jesus? What about
the women who were the first to see Jesus after the resurrection? Or the
woman caught in adultery who was forgiven by Jesus when law dictated that
she should be stoned?
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I could go on and on, but I’ve learned over time that God is no
respecter of persons. In other words, we are ALL gifted and called to
ministry – whatever that may look like. And when God calls, you can run
and try to hide, but it is impossible. I just tell people, “God didn’t call me
according to my plumbing!”

Who else are we excluding that God might call into ministry today?
May we love everyone with the love of Jesus so that all people can and will
respond to God’s gifts and grace with joy!

Pastor Cathy

(Thoughts adapted from reading Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary
Radicals Pocket Edition, written by Shane Claiborne, Jonathon Wilson-
Hartgrove, and Enuma Okoro. Zondervan. Kindle Edition.)

Can Spring Be Far Behind?
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CHURCH COUNCIL NOTES
from the February 16th  meeting

<  A revised Financial Policy was reviewed
and approved. The annual audit will be
scheduled in March as the 2022 materials
become available.
<  The Cemetery Committee has approved
Cemetery and Columbarium Guidelines. The
information will be made available to area
funeral homes for families when they are
making arrangements for burials, and will
also be provided to families at Decoration.
 <  Signs will be prepared for the cemetery
gates to indicate that no one shall open a
grave site without prior approval.
< An estimate of $3,800 was presented from
Darrell  Greene for annual headstone
cleaning. No action was taken.
< Adam Bare has provided rates for the 2023
seasonal lawn care services: cemetery -
$175; church - $50; parsonage - $75, for a
total of $300 for each mowing.
< JR’s Tree Service will be contacted to trim
overhanging tree limbs at the cemetery. He
will also replace the flagpole rope using his
bucket truck for access.
<  An electrician will be hired to repair the
light that illuminates the American flag.
<  The Dream Team in the process of
creat ing i t s  mission s tatement .  I t  is
discussing options for a Perpetual Care
Cemetery Fund and Scholarship Fund. 
Wealth management specialists will be
consulted for deciding the specific steps
necessary to accomplish these goals.
< There was discussion of two checks that
have not cleared that were written for 
memorial gifts. Since inquiries had been 

made to no avail, we will  stop payment
on the checks. A decision was approved
to make future memorial gifts to local
entities only.
< There was discussion of ordering  20-
ounce bottles of water used, in part, for
our ministry for donating to various
groups of community helpers. It was
approved to order 35 cases with  generic
labels to save the extra expense of the 
custom labels. An option would be to
print stick-on labels identifying Mt.
Zion’s donations. It was also decided to
provide 15 cases for the April 18th
Empty Bowls fundraising event that will
benefit the Solid Rock Food Closet’s
Backpack program for children.
<  Pastor Cathy expressed she would like
to contact Narcotics Anonymous and
Alcoholics Anonymous to see if they
would be interested in holding weekly
meetings in our building. She will report
her findings at a future council meeting.
< Bishop Ken Carter will visit Mt. Zion
on February 28 from 9 - 11 am to meet
with the Rural Church Cohort group in
the Fellowship Hall. We will provide a
light breakfast and gracious hospitality,
along with a visual display of our
activities.
< Upcoming events were noted for the
remainder of February, as well as some 
for March and April.
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MARCH DAILY BIBLE READINGS

March 1 Jeremiah 19:14 - 20:2
March 2 Jeremiah 26: 10-15
March 3 Revelation 10: 8-11
March 4 Psalm 112: 6-10
March 5 Matthew 20: 20-28
March 6  Matthew 9: 2-8
March 7 John 19: 8-16
March 8 Isaiah 43: 11-17
March 9 Ephesians 1: 20-23
March 10 John 3: 31-35
March 11 Job 42: 1-6
March 12 Matthew 21: 23-27
March 13 Proverbs 3: 1-4
March 14 1 Samuel 8: 4-8
March 15 Psalm 78: 5-8
March 16 Romans 11: 33-36

March 17 Matthew 5: 33-36
March 18 James 4: 13-15
March 19 Matthew 22: 15-22
March 20 Luke 22: 66-71
March 21 John 1: 1-5
March 22 John 10: 37-39
March 23 John 14: 7-10
March 24 1 Timothy 3: 14-16
March 25 Revelation 19: 11-16
March 26 Matthew 22: 41-46
March 27 Matthew 11: 2-6
March 28 2 Corinthians 5: 1-9
March 29 Hebrews 11: 1-3
March 30 Matthew 14: 23-32
March 31 Psalm 119: 113-117

The theme for this season of Lent is The

Journey to the Cross. As you read through these

passages each day, think about how Jesus acted as he

was going to the cross. Was he radical? Did he know

what awaited him? What miracles did the Pharisees

get upset over? What do you believe about Jesus?

Think about these things and ask yourself,

“What can I do for the Kingdom of God right now?

Where is God calling me? Can I be a ministry of presence for others? Where do I

doubt? Where and when have I betrayed Jesus?”

Pondering these questions will help us grow in our faith and serve with humility.


